




Mr. Lance Beversdorff - Page 3

(b)  Confidential communications or records may not be disclosed except as
provided by Section 611.004 or 611.0045.

Under section 611.001, a “professional” is (1) a person authorized to practice medicine, (2)
a person licensed or certified by the state to diagnose, evaluate or treat mental or emotional
conditions or disorders, or (3) a person the patient reasonably believes is authorized,
licensed, or certified.  A portion of the submitted information consists of records of the
identity, diagnosis, evaluation, or treatment of a patient that are confidential with respect to
the general public and may only be disclosed as provided under sections 611.004
and 611.0045 of the Health and Safety Code.

Section 611.0045 states in pertinent part:

(a) Except as otherwise provided by this section, a patient is entitled to have
access to the content of a confidential record made about the patient.

(b) The professional may deny access to any portion of a record if the
professional determines that release of that portion would be harmful to the
patient’s physical, mental, or emotional health.

(c) If the professional denies access to any portion of a record, the
professional shall give the patient a signed and dated written statement that
having access to the record would be harmful to the patient’s physical,
mental, or emotional health and shall include a copy of the written statement
in the patient’ s records.  The statement must specify the portion of the record
to which access is denied, the reason for the denial, and the duration of the
denial.

. . . .

(f) The content of a confidential record shall be made available to a person
listed by Section 611.004(a)(4) or (5) who is acting on the patient’s behalf.

Section 611.004(a)(4) provides in turn:

(a) A professional may disclose confidential information only:

. . . . 

(4) to a person who has the written consent of the patient, or a parent
if the patient is a minor, or a guardian if the patient has been
adjudicated as incompetent to manage the patient’s personal affairs.










